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 NETBALL MAINLAND ZONE NEWSLETTER 

07 April 2014 

 

Well, not long to go now until the ‘first whistle’ of the new netball season, my how time flies!  There has certainly 

been plenty going on here in Netball Mainland Zone. 

Our inaugural Super Club was completed with the finals weekend at the Lincoln Events Centre, hosted by the 

Selwyn Netball Centre, on Sunday 23 March.  It was a fantastic event and heartiest congratulations to the winners, 

Marlborough  

A big thank you to everyone who participated, our umpires, technical officials and host Centres.  We can’t wait 

until the next one! 

The launch of the NNZ Junior Programme has really taken off, with 17 of our 18 Centres across the Zone 

undertaking the Year 1 and 2 programme. 

 

ANZ CHAMPIONSHIP 2014 UP DATE 

 

After five rounds, the EasiYo Tactix recorded their first win and a good confidence boost against the highly rated 
Central Pulse.  By sustaining the pressure across the whole game the Tactix showed they have the capability of 
upsetting higher ranked teams.   

A bye in Round 6 will ensure the team comes back into their Round 7 away game against the Northern Mystics, in 
Auckland Sunday 13 April (7.20 p.m.), refreshed and ready for another hard fought ANZC game. 

 
Keep an eye out for stories on EasiYo Tactix players; Jess Moulds and Nicola Mackle coaching at St Margaret’s 
College on “SKY Netball Zone” Monday 7th April and ‘Mwai’s story’ on the following week Monday 14th April. 
  
“Netball Zone” follows the 7.40pm Monday night game on SKY. 
 

Courtside Hospitality Easter Special 

Treat yourself and enjoy courtside hospitality this Easter with your friends or business partners when the Easiyo 

Tactix play the Southern Steel at CBS Canterbury Arena on Monday 21 April at 7.40pm. 

We would like to offer Netball Mainland Centres an Easter Special to enjoy the game! $800 plus gst per table of 8 or 

$400 plus gst for 4 people (shared table) 

There is a limit of 5 tables available for this game. 

For information contact Clare McAlpine clare.mcalpine@netballmainland.co.nz 

mailto:clare.mcalpine@netballmainland.co.nz
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Community Engagement 

Over the last month the Tactix players aside from training and playing have been getting out into the community 

with visits to schools in the Christchurch Area.   The players have loved meeting the kids and have taken them 

through some fun games and delivered posters and lots of autographs. 

 

                          Lincoln Primary School                                                                   Sefton  School 

 

                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                       

Players have also helped out with the Blood & 

Leukaemia fundraiser “Shave for a Cure” and 

helped shave some brave people’s heads at 

Northlands Mall.  
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The EasiYo trailer has continued with its visits to Kids Can Schools and players have also gone                                                                                                                       

along to help hand out samples of yummy EasiYo yoghurt to the children.  

Newsflash...our mascot has a name ... “Moo-Lissa”... seen here with kids from Bromley Primary School. 

 

 

HIGH PERFROMANCE 

NZ Championships Funding 

NNZ has advised that there is no longer funding support available from NNZ for Centre teams to attend LFNC or for 
Secondary Schools to attend NZSS Champs. 
 
The Lion Foundation encourages localised applications from Centres and/or schools for this kind of funding.  A 
separate email communication will be sent out shortly with further details.  

 

Entries to NNZ Events 

There are still some Centres required to confirm to leigh.gibbs@netballmainland.co.nz  whether they will be entering 
the U19 and U17 championships as a single centre entry or a cluster Centre (more than one Centre) entry.  Please 
can you do so asap. 

Entry Fees: NNZ has confirmed that the following fees will apply this year.  

LFNC - $300 + GST per team 
U19/23 - $350+GST per team 
U17 - $350 + GST per team 

 

NM U23 Team Selection 

Trials have been set for Monday 12 May 5.30 – 7.30 pm and will take place at HPSNZ Apollo Project Centre.   
 
Invitations to trial will be sent out to eligible players in early May. These will be based on NM selectors’ observations 
of the Train On Squad, Emerging Talent workshops and watching the early rounds of Centre competitions. 

mailto:leigh.gibbs@netballmainland.co.nz
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Each Zone will enter one team.  NNZ has confirmed the addition of a 6th team from Australia taking part in the U23 
championships - The State Institutes and Academies of Sport (SIS/SAS) team.  This team will ensure there are no byes 
in the draw and each team having the same number of games; however, the Australian team will not be eligible for 
competition points. 
 
The following are NNZ rules for the eligibility for selection into Zone U23 teams: 

 Players contracted to an ANZC team are to play for the Zone U23 team that aligns with the ANZC team to 
which they are contracted 

 Age group for selection for the U23 teams is: 

o Over 19 and Under 23 

o Each team may have two age exemptions: 

Up to two players may be either/or Under 19 or Over 23 (as at the 1st January in the year of the 

competition) 

Note: Each Zone is responsible for determining the use of the exemptions for their team. However, the 

guiding principle is to use these for players that meet the criteria of developing elite.  Exemptions must 

be advised to NNZ in advance and noted on the official team list. 

 

Emerging Talent Squad Workshop 4 

The final workshop of the 2013/2014 programme was held on Sunday 30 March in Christchurch.  Fitness testing, 
movement screening, video analysis, one-on-ones (between players and NM selectors), game play with scenarios 
and Pilates/ yoga to finish provided plenty of information and challenge.  As a number of the players were coming 
off a full-on summer tournament week (rowing, volleyball and touch) so a mental rather than physical programme 
was the focus.   

Three from the 19 and Under Umpires Squad also attended and benefitted again from Dianne Walsh and Anne 
Maree Leach’s expertise and input. 
 
NM would like to thank the Centres, NM Selectors, coaches and umpiring personnel for their ongoing support for the 
ET programme.  Over the coming months NM will be seeking feedback on the programme, getting the selectors to  
observe a lot of games and be planning ready to go again in October with the 2014/2015 programme. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ET Pilates / Yoga session 
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Centre Talent Spotters 

There are still some Centres to return their Talent Spotter names and contact details to 
leigh.gibbs@netballmainland.co.nz .   
 
Talent Spotters look for current and new talented young players between 15 – 18 years of age in their local Centres. 
The NM Selectors will track their performances and current Emerging Talent Squad players’ performances 
throughout the season at various school and centre competitions and tournaments.   
 
Invitations into the Emerging Talent Squad will be sent out to the identified players in October. 
 

2014 SUPERCLUB  

A big thanks to all involved in NM’s inaugural Super Club.  Getting the competition off the ground was a worthwhile 
challenge which NM’s anticipates will go from ‘strength to strength’ over the coming years. Eight Club and composite 
club teams from across the ‘Mainland’ battled it out over two weekends for Zone club netball supremacy with 
Marlborough receiving the winner’s cheque and Lincoln (Selwyn) runners up 43 – 37. 
 
Special thanks to all our host Centres, umpires and technical officials, in particular Margaret Marsh for organising the 
‘benchies’ and Trudy Eaden the umpires. 
 
In order that we improve for next year please ensure that you have completed and returned your Super Club 
feedback to lucy.newton@netballmainland.co.nz by Friday 11 April. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLEGE NETBALL 

Monday 31 March saw the first of the College Netball games televised from CBS Arena in Christchurch, prior to the 

EasiYo Tactix vs Vixens game. 

St Andrew’s College unexpected venture into College Netball has been extended after they came from behind to 
beat Christchurch Girls’ High School (CGHS) in the knock-out school competition 26-22 

The Christchurch school trailed for much of the South Island pool match against CGHS at CBS Canterbury Arena on 
Monday night, but forced the turnovers at the right end of the game. 

Defender Charlotte Elley, who is a Tactix train on squad member and was named most valuable player from the 
match, believed their patience through court set them up for the victory. 

CGHS was coached by our very own Lucy Newton, Netball Mainland Zone Emerging Talent Co-ordinator.  Although 
CGHS did not progress, they will have benefitted from the experience.          

In other recent College Netball action, Saturday 05 April, St Margaret’s College from Christchurch beat Central 
Southland College at ILT Stadium Southland 35-19.                                                                                 

2014 Super Club Winners: Marlborough  

mailto:leigh.gibbs@netballmainland.co.nz
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COMMUNITY NETBALL 
 
CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

To Nicole Lloyd (Christchurch – below left) and Stacey Hopwood (Mid Canterbury – below right), who have been 

named Chair and Vice Chair respectively, of Netball New Zealand’s Youth Advisory Group. What a fantastic 

achievement for them both, and how proud are we at Netball Mainland that the two leaders of this National group 

both hail from our Zone! 

 

 

 

 

 

Netball Mainland Youth Advisory Group (NMYAG) 

NMYAG will hold their inaugural meeting on April 13th at Apollo Projects Centre in Christchurch. As mentioned in 

previous correspondence, positions on this group were offered to those who applied to sit on Netball New Zealand’s 

YAG towards the end of 2013. The group shall consist of the following people who have accepted the offer to be 

involved: 

Co-Leaders of this group: Nicole Lloyd and Stacey Hopwood  

Members:   Aleisha Whitehead 

    Emily Matthews  

    Natasha Van Koeverden 

    Jess Power 

These young people are involved in our Zone as players, coaches and umpires, so we have a great spread of 

knowledge and roles across our Sport. Please keep an eye and ear out for contact from this group, as they will be 

seeking input from young people from your Centre about all-things Netball. They will be ‘the voice’ of and for our 

future players, officials and administrators, and I know they are very excited about their involvement in future plans.  

 

Have you visited Netball Mainland’s Face Book Page? 

Just follow this link if you haven’t: https://www.facebook.com/netballmainland?ref=hl  

We will be increasingly using this form of social media to advertise activities across our Zone, including holiday 

programmes, events, workshops, representative team trials and special interest items of news. 

If you have a Centre Face Book page and we haven’t ‘liked’ you yet, send an email to Sue Harris 

(sue.harris@netballmainland.co.nz) and we will get that done, so your Centre notices will appear on our home page.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/netballmainland?ref=hl
mailto:sue.harris@netballmainland.co.nz
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Centre Stage 

We’re very excited about our first ‘Centre Stage’ feature which will appear on our website on April 11th. South 

Canterbury Netball Centre is the ‘first cab off the rank’, and I know they’re putting a lot of thought and work into 

providing us with a great glimpse into the world of Netball in their backyard.  If you are unsure of the cut-off dates 

for YOUR Centre to send information in for this feature, please contact Sue sooner rather than later, so you don’t 

miss out on your moment to shine   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Netball 

Junior netball is buzzing throughout the Mainland Zone with a massive 17 out of 18 netball centres opting to 

introduce the NNZ Junior Netball programmes this year. Amy Eckersley, Jen Hooper and development officers 

throughout the zone have been working hard to ensure all centres have trained personnel so they can deliver the 

programmes asap. Due to the large geographical areas within mainland, the community team have been ‘road 

tripping’ around promoting the junior programmes, delivering demo sessions and hopefully answering any questions 

or queries surrounding the programmes.  

We are really excited about the response from netball centres and look forward to continuing our support and 

ensuring a successful roll out for our junior netballers. If you would like to be involved or find out more information 

please contact your netball centre or check out the Mainland website. 

Term 2 will see Julianna Naoupu delivering netball fundamental skills to year 3-8 students at targeted schools 

throughout Christchurch.  

Amy Eckersley will be working with Kiwisport Coordinators throughout Canterbury to support netball in the 

communities, aiming to up-skill teaching staff and introducing a five-aside tournament for local children. Keep an eye 

out for these opportunities in your community! 

Holiday programmes!!! 

Yes it’s that time again! Netball Mainland is running a holiday programme Thursday 01 May at the Amberley Netball 

courts. Check out our website for more details or contact Amy for a registration form.  
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Four Secondary Schools have elected to be involved with a Coach mentoring programme run by Netball Mainland.  

Students will attend a netball specific coaching workshop and receive support throughout the programme as they 

deliver netball sessions at their local primary schools. These programmes will be delivered during Term 2 and 3. 

 

Netball Mainland Centre Support Programme (CSP) 

Just a reminder of our Centre Support Programme, as per information emailed to your Centre on March 13th. You 

will find a copy of the document previously circulated on our website here: 

http://www.mynetball.co.nz/zones/mainland/community-netball/game-officials/umpires.html  

Sue James visited the Coast on March 29th in her role as NMUDG Member to support West Coast Netball Centre in 

delivering their ‘Kick Start the Season’ workshop for Umpires. Sue said it was a fantastic day with 20 Umpires 

coming, all whom had a variety of qualifications and experience; they had ‘newbies’ to Umpiring there, right through 

to people who are Zone-Qualified. Those attending came not only from the West Coast Netball Centre, but also from 

Hokitika and Buller Centres.  Netball Mainland would like to congratulate Sue Smith and Jocelyn Crestani (West 

Coast Netball Centre) for organising and facilitating this very successful workshop, and for including Sue James in 

your day.  

 

NNZ Outreach Programme 

Congratulations and thanks to Vicki Karetai (Motueka Netball Centre) for organising and hosting NNZ’s Outreach 

programme last month.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will find more photos of this very successful weekend on our Face Book page: 

https://www.facebook.com/netballmainland?ref=hl  

Thanks also to Ronnie Wilkins for her support and amazing baking  and of course to Netball New Zealand’s Dianne 

McTigue (Umpire Development Manager), Adrienne Morrin (Coach Development Manager) and Rachael Beale 

(NetballSmart) for coming to our Zone and giving our Umpires and Coaches the opportunity to work alongside each 

other over the weekend. 

 

 

 

http://www.mynetball.co.nz/zones/mainland/community-netball/game-officials/umpires.html
https://www.facebook.com/netballmainland?ref=hl
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COACH DEVELOPMENT 

Netball Mainland’s Coach Development News – Jennie Hooper – CoachForce 

When I started in my role seven months ago there was talk about “Mad March” I have now experienced that first 

hand, and Mad it was!  I have been lucky enough to visit 10 of our 18 Centres in the last four weeks.  

50 coaches attended the “Quality vs Quantity” workshop held in Timaru and Kaikoura this looked at how the same 

activities can be modified up or down depending on the Coaching Community you are working in also how the 

“Training to Play” rather than “Playing to Train” concept works.   

North Canterbury Netball Centre hosted there first Community coaching weekend where all five Community 

Coaching Modules are delivered over one weekend, they had 10 coaches complete the full weekend.  Well done!  

Apprentice Coach for a Day has had three coaches be a ‘fly on the wall’ at the Tactix home games so far this season. 

This initiative has proven to be very valuable for the coaches involved with one coach commenting; “I hope to apply 

what I learnt this season and coach my team to develop a strong skill base. It inspired me to continue developing my 

coaching and reminded me of the importance of team building/fun team ideas to build a strong/positive culture” 

 

Please remember to support those organisations and businesses that 

support netball in our communities and zone - a full list is on the 

Netball Mainland website www.netballmainland.co.nz 

 

 

All the best from everyone here at Netball Mainland Zone  


